


With the addition of 
a second 4X4 vehicle 

to the fleet, we 
wanted to follow the 
lead of many Costa 
Ricans and build a 
structure to keep 

them in. 

1999 Toyota 
4Runner (aka 
El Torito, the 
little bull) 

2007 Land Rover 
Discovery 3 



This was the only reasonable place to put it 
so it would not block our major views. But it 
would be a tight squeeze to fit two vehicles. 



A simple carport 
seemed adequate 
at first. 

Maybe add some 
storage to block 
the prevailing 

wind 



A simple carport like this should protect vehicles from the weather 



The carport would need to fit between 
two drainage channels. Rerouting them 
was not a good option. 

Having the support 
posts span across 
the channels would 
allow the entrance 
to be widened. 



As it turned out, our 
builder Norlanôs idea 
to move the garage 
farther behind the 
house and align the 
posts of the two 
structures offered the 
best solution, visually 
and structurally. 

 

 

At this point, the  
carport was to have  
a crushed stone floor 
and no sides or 
doors, but that all 
changed as the     
design maturedé. 



Work begins with the measurement and excavation of six footings 
for the steel support posts. Steel was chosen for the entire structure   
after witnessing what ten years of weather does to varnished wood. 











The largest of the steel square 
beams are 6 x 6 inches and there 
are various smaller sizes that were 
welded together. 



The gold device on the 
beam is a level to make 
sure it is perfectly    
vertical before welding. 



Sheets of galvanized 
steel roofing are 
screwed into the   
steel beams. 

 

I was concerned that 
the pitch and height 
of the roof and fascia 
matched the house it 
abutted exactly. 



Like so many 
projects at the 
Pondorosi,    

concrete is a key 
element. Massive 

amounts of     
cement,         

crushed stone 
and sand must 
be delivered, 

mixed with water 
and poured. In 
most cases,    

rebar is laid first,    
sometimes      
requiring     
elaborate     

preparation. 



Forms, rebar, 
blocks. 


